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Food-safety, environmental and health requirements: Challenges and Opportunities for Exporters of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables

The production and exports of fresh fruit and vegetables (FFV) from developing countries have the potential to offer a multitude of opportunities for economic and social development gains. The volume of global fresh fruit and vegetables trade has grown more than for any other agricultural commodity and many developing countries are striving to create or expand their market shares. However, this is far from easy, because of the perishable nature of the produce and the capital and skill intensive nature of production. What is more, new food-safety, health and environmental requirements often require a transition to high-precision production methods in horticulture in order to get or maintain access to global supply chains of big retailers. 

Compliance with new food-safety and environmental requirements that also reflect local conditions offers a number of opportunities for developing country producers, including better and more efficient management of agro-chemicals, enhanced occupational health and better food quality at national level, to name but the most important. The new requirements however also pose critical challenges for production and quality management as well as the social fabric. There is an additional risk of emerging new dependencies on globally acting supermarkets. The presentation analyses the new breed of food-safety and environmental requirements for horticultural exports in key markets, their impact on producers in the exporting developing countries, and pro-active adjustment strategies aimed at maximizing the national benefits from new requirements in export markets and minimizing adjustment costs. 

The new food-safety and environmental requirements are particularly challenging for small farmers in developing countries. To what extent can they profit from enhanced export opportunities, and how can such export contribute to pro-poor development strategies? What need developing-country governments do to support smallholder participation in global horticultural trade, and what is the supportive role of the donor community? 

The presentation also pays due attention to the inter-relationship between regulatory and voluntary requirements in key horticultural markets, often leading to a "transnationalization" of new food safety and environmental requirements. What role do private-sector standards play in implementing regulatory requirements in export markets and should public funds, both from donors or developing country governments, be used for meeting private supply-chain safety and quality requirements? 

These, and some other questions are at the heart of the work of UNCTAD's Consultative Task Force on Environmental Requirements and Market Access for Developing Countries. The Task Force conducted a series of country-case studies in Central and Southern America on challenges and opportunities arising from the EurepGAP standard for horticultural exports, including from Brazil. 

