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GENERAL STATEMENT
The Trinidad and Tobago Bureau of Standards (the Bureau) is a body corporate established under the authority of the Standards Act No. 18 of 1997 (herein after referred to as the Standards Act).

In accordance with the Standards Act, the Bureau shall promote and encourage the development and maintenance of standards and further shall establish standards for the following: to improve goods produced or used in Trinidad and Tobago; to ensure industrial efficiency and development; to promote public and industrial welfare, health and safety; and to protect the environment.

The Bureau develops standards through consultation with relevant interest groups, and public comment is invited on all draft standards before they are declared as Trinidad and Tobago Standards in accordance with the provisions of the Standards Act.

The Bureau is the legal custodian of the Trinidad and Tobago Standard Mark, which is issued in accordance with the Standards Act.  When a Trinidad and Tobago Standard Mark appears on any product, or in connection with any service, process or practice, it provides assurance that such a product, service, process or practice conforms to a Trinidad and Tobago Standard.

The Bureau’s Standards Information Centre maintains a reference library of standards, including local, regional and international standards and is the national node of the International Organization for Standardization Information Network (ISONET).  The Centre also acts as the sales agent for the publications of foreign and international standards organizations.

NOTE
In order to keep abreast of progress in the industries concerned, Trinidad and Tobago Standards are subject to periodic review.  Suggestions for improvements are welcome.
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Foreword

These requirements were declared a Trinidad and Tobago standard with effect from ……………………… after the draft, finalized by the Specification Committee for Plywood, had been approved by the Bureau. 

The Trinidad and Tobago Bureau of Standards has recommended that this standard be declared a compulsory standard in order to prevent fraud or deception arising from misleading or inadequate information being given with respect to the labelling of plywood.

This standard will become effective as a compulsory standard on a date to be notified by the Minister having responsibility for trade and industry, in a Notice to be published in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette, as required by the Standards Act.

Plywood panels used in Trinidad and Tobago are imported from various countries with different standards of manufacture, chemical treatment and labelling. This standard is intended to address the labelling aspect of the product. 

The development of this standard arose out of the need to address certain issues in the industry pertaining to the importation, sale and use of plywood locally. In addition to concerns about general quality, importers, retailers and users have identified problems relating to discrepancies in the stated and actual thickness of panels and the susceptibility of certain products to attack by termites and powderpost beetles. 
1 Scope  

This National Standard specifies minimum requirements for the labelling of plywood panels. It applies to plain and grooved plywood intended for internal or external use and includes marine plywood, formwork plywood and structural plywood.

This standard is not applicable to paper-overlaid plywood, door-skin plywood and other specialty plywood.
2 Normative references

The following normative document contains provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of this National Standard: 

TTS 76: Part 1: 2004: Requirements for Labelling – General Principles.

3
Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this National Standard the following terms and definitions shall apply:

3.1
back means the surface opposite the face;

3.2
country of origin means the country where the panels were wholly manufactured or in cases where the nature or quality of the panels was changed to a significant extent elsewhere, the last country where such significant change occurred;

3.3
face means the better surface of the plywood panel;

3.4
grade name means the term used to identify panels having special characteristics, special requirements, or both, as described in applicable standards;

3.5
paper-overlaid plywood means plywood with paper bonded to one or both surfaces;
3.6
plywood means a flat panel built up of sheets or layers of wood veneer called plies, bonded under pressure by a bonding agent to create an adhesive bond between the plies as strong as, or stronger than, the original wood;
3.7
pressure treated plywood means plywood treated with chemicals under pressure in order to provide protection against biological attack; and

3.8
treated plywood means plywood treated with chemicals either during or after manufacture to alter the chemical characteristics of the material.

NOTE
Plywood is usually constructed of an odd number of layers with the grain of adjacent layers perpendicular to each other. Each layer consists of a single ply or a laminate of multiple plies with parallel grain direction. Outer layers and all odd numbered layers generally have the grain direction oriented parallel to the larger dimension of the panel. Layers with alternating grain direction equalize strains, reduce splitting and minimize dimensional change and warping of the panel.

4
Requirements

4.1
General

The labelling of plywood panels shall meet the following requirements of TTS 76: Part 1:

a)
All information required by this standard shall be presented in the English language. Where names are stated in any other language, it shall not be necessary to translate such names into the English language, but they shall be stated in a form using the English alphabet; and

b)
The information shall be legible up to the point of sale.

4.2
Panel labelling

Each panel shall be marked on an edge or on the back with the following information in an acceptable format:

a) Country of origin;
EXAMPLE: Made in Brazil
b) Name, logo, code or trademark of the manufacturer or distributor;
c) Panel thickness subject to a tolerance of ± 5%; 

d) Panel grade designation indicating minimum veneer grade used for panel face and back or grade name based on panel use; and

EXAMPLE: BB, CC, Marine.
e) Internal or external application
EXAMPLE: Exterior, Interior, WBP, MR, T1, T2.

4.3
Certified panels 
Where panels are certified by a third party, each panel shall be further marked with the following information:

a)
Industry or national standard to which the plywood was produced; and

EXAMPLE: PS 1- 95
b)
Name, logo or trademark of the production mill’s certifying organization. 

EXAMPLE: APA, ABIMCI

4.4
Pressure treated plywood
Each panel of pressure treated plywood shall be further marked with the following information:

a) Standard to which the plywood was treated, or the words “Pressure Treated”;
b) Name, logo, code or trademark of the processor;

c) The preservative name or code;

EXAMPLE: ACQ
d) KDAT, where the plywood has been kiln dried after treatment with water-borne preservative; and

e)
Preservative retention level and applicable exposure conditions.


EXAMPLE: 0.40 - GROUND CONTACT
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