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Programme
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• What is the obligation under Art. 15.2

• The relevant decision of the TBT 
Committee

• The importance of the Statement

Three points
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The obligation: Art. 15.2

"Each Member shall promptly after the date on 
which the WTO Agreement enters into force for 
it, inform the Committee of measures in existence
or taken to ensure the implementation and 
administration of this Agreement. Any changes of 
such measures thereafter shall also be notified to 
the Committee"
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The obligation: Art. 15.2
(cont’d)
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When?

Promptly after the date on which the WTO Agreement 
enters into force 

- It is a “one time” notification

What?

Measures in existence or taken to ensure the 
implementation of the Agreement
- TBT Committee decision
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Decision of the TBT Committee

 

In 1995, the TBT 

Committee decided 

that the Statements 

should include 

Relevant laws and regulations 

Name & address of enquiry point(s) 

Publications 

Time allowed for comments 

Other national authorities & agencies 

Measures to ensure that national & sub-national 

authorities provide early information on their proposals 
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1. Relevant laws 
and regulations

Legislative, regulatory and 
administrative  action taken 

If the Agreement has been 
incorporated into domestic law, 
how this has been done

Content of the relevant laws,
regulations, administrative orders, 
etc.  

Decision of the TBT Committee
(cont’d)
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Lithuania’s 15.2 Statement
(G/TBT/2/Add.64)
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2. Publications

To announce that work is proceeding 
on draft technical regulations, 
standards and CAPs

Where the texts of the measures are 
published

Decision of the TBT Committee
(cont’d)

Official Journal?  Standardization bulletin? 
Other relevant 
Publications?
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Moldova’s 15.2 Statement
(G/TBT/2/Add.68)
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3. Time allowed 
for comments

Decision of the TBT Committee
(cont’d)

4. Name and Address 
of Enquiry Point

Full details of the Enquiry Point(s), 
indication on whether it is operational 

Expected length of time allowed for 
the presentation of comments in 
writing – recommendation: 60 days 
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Moldova’s 15.2 Statement
(G/TBT/2/Add.68)
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5. Other national 
authorities and 
agencies

Decision of the TBT Committee
(cont’d)

6. Information on 
national and sub-
national  authorities

Measures and arrangements
to ensure that national and sub-national 
authorities preparing new technical 
regulations or procedures for assessment 
of conformity, or substantial 
amendments to existing ones, provide early 
information on their proposals 

Name and address of any authority 
having specific functions under the 
Agreement, including notification 
authority (Art. 10.10) 
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Costa Rica’s 15.2 Statement
(G/TBT/2/Add.51 and Suppl.1)
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The obligation: Art. 15.2
(cont’d)

"Each Member shall promptly after the date on 
which the WTO Agreement enters into force for 
it, inform the Committee of measures in existence 
or taken to ensure the implementation and 
administration of this Agreement. Any changes
of such measures thereafter shall also be 
notified to the Committee"
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Revision of 15.2 Statement: Singapore
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Importance of the statement under Art. 
15.2

• Useful picture of how different Members 
implement the Agreement

• Assist Members in meeting the obligations of the 
Agreement

• Take stock of existing legislation and institutional 
structure
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Third Triennial Review
(November 2003, G/TBT/13)



19

Fourth Triennial Review
(November 2006, G/TBT/19)
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To sum up

• No one single model that all countries should follow 

• Cooperation and coordination at domestic level –
important to develop the statement and revise 
future ones

• Most Members have submitted their statements 
(115 at 5 November 2007)
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