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Role of the ECRole of the EC--TBT notification and enquiry pointTBT notification and enquiry point

� ensures the participation of the European Communities 

in the procedure

� transmits EEC notifications to the WTO secretariat

� analyses, with the help of experts and stakeholders, the 

notified 3rd country projects

� coordinates the issuing of comments

� ensures the follow-up of comments received by the 

EEC or its Member States

� answers the requests of information about notified 

projects

� exchanges information with EU members states 
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+ legal team



2004 2004 -- 2007: use of the EC2007: use of the EC--TBT electronic toolsTBT electronic tools

before 2004

� «paper management »

� only Excel files used for the follow-up

January 2004

� launch of the management application

improved follow-up and coordination

June 2004

� launch of the EC-TBT website

improved transparency



The ECThe EC--TBT electronic tools : at what cost ?TBT electronic tools : at what cost ?

Analysis

� around 300 person/days

Development

� around 200 person/days

� hardware/software requirements :

- 2 servers

- 1 database (Oracle)

- 1 application server (Adobe ColdFusion)

- 1 web server

- 2 development platforms

Support & maintenance

� around 50 person/days



The ECThe EC--TBT management applicationTBT management application

Goals

� improve coordination within the European 

Commission and with Member States

- easier way to alert services on a new notification

- easier way to transmit the documents

- decentralised access to useful information

- supports the follow-up after comments sent/received           

[…]

� improve document management

- respect of TBT classification

- no paper files, independent of staff mobility

- creation of a library for TBT related documents […]

� get rid of repetitive tasks

- checking the WTO website for new notifications

- providing interested parties with notified texts 

- requesting the notified text from 3rd countries […]



ex : ex : the the ““checkWTOwebsitecheckWTOwebsite”” automated procedureautomated procedure

checkWTOwebsite
(runs 2x/day)

• check for           documents

• save the documents in the database

• extract TITLE, CONTENT and OBJECTIVE

• send a report to the Managers

EC-TBT Database



The ECThe EC--TBT websiteTBT website

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/tbt/

� public access

� shares the same database as the 

management application

� alert system for economic 

operators and other interested 

parties

� monthly review of the activity of 

the EC-TBT notification and 

enquiry point

� privileged access for Member 

States and Commission services

*** LIVE DEMO ***



The ECThe EC--TBT website TBT website -- StatisticsStatistics

Number of searches (average 600/month)



The ECThe EC--TBT mailing list TBT mailing list -- StatisticsStatistics

distribution per type of subscriber

254 subscribers (25/10/2007)



What can be improved ?What can be improved ?

� Better communication on any changes in contact point information
(email, people…)

� Provide a precise link where the text can be found 

� Share translations when possible !



EC-TBT website : http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/tbt/

email address : ec-tbt@ec.europa.eu

ContactContact

THANK YOU !


